11 Fish Extender Gift Exchange FAQ 7N

Your Go-To Guide for All Things Fish Extender & Pixie-Dust!

Welcome to the magic of Fish Extender gifting! Whether you're a first-time cruiser
or a gifting pro, we’'ve got the answers to your most frequently asked questions.

What is a Fish Extender? .

A Fish Extender (or FE for short) is a hanging organizer with pockets, typically placed outside
your stateroom door. It “extends” from the fish-shaped hook that older ships on the Disney
Cruise Line use for messages and decorations—hence the name! Participants in the exchange
leave small gifts in each other's FE pockets during the cruise.

What is Pixie Dusting?

Pixie dusting is when someone gives an unexpected gift during a cruise just to spread joy and a
little extra magic. It is not part of the organized Fish Extender exchange, and there is no
expectation that the gift will be returned. Think of it as a random act of kindness at sea.

T How is it different from the exchange?

In the organized Fish Extender exchange, every participating cabin is responsible for giving gifts
to the other cabins in their group, and in return, they receive gifts from those cabins. It is an
‘exchange” with clear expectations.

Pixie Dust Sign-Up Lists

Sometimes organizers create a "pixie dust" sign-up list. You are never required to join, but
adding your cabin helps others know you plan to sprinkle a little extra magic. Signing up does
not guarantee you will receive pixie dust, but it increases your chances since it lets others know
you are participating in gift giving with no expectations of return.

= Is this run by Disney Cruise Line?
Nope! Fish Extender exchanges are 100% fan-created traditions run by awesome cruisers like

you. They are not officially affiliated with or endorsed by Disney Cruise Line, and volunteer for
the job, so be extra kind to your FE organizers!
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T How does the gift exchange work?

You sign up in advance (usually through a Facebook group or Google Form) and are placed into
a group with other cruisers who have also signed up. Each stateroom in your group gives and
receives gifts. Some groups exchange one gift per cabin, while others gift per person. Your
organizer sets these rules. The organizer will provide you with your group list and details before
you sail.

How do | signh up?

To find the group for your cruise, search for the group that matches your ship's name and sail
dates on Facebook. For example, if you are sailing on Disney’s Wish and your sail dates are
Jan 1-8, 2026, you would search: “Disney Cruise Wish January 1-8, 2026.” (Filter search
results by GROUPS) The name may differ slightly, but if the ship name and dates match, that is
your cruise group! Click on “Join”. Most groups require you to answer a few questions to join.
Questions might include asking you to verify your sailing dates, to agree to the group rules, and
if you have already purchased your cruise tickets. Please read these carefully and agree to the
group rules. Once you are approved, you will be able to see the group dashboard/newsfeed.
The page admin will assign someone to run the FE gift exchange and will answer questions you
have in the group!

(If you do not see a group that matches your cruise dates, it may be too early to join, or there
may not be any organizers for your ship yet. If you decide to start a group, remember that it is a
lot of work, so only do so if you plan to commit fully. We have resources to support you if you
wish to attempt running an FE exchange yourself!)

% What kinds of gifts do people give?

Almost anything! From handmade crafts and Disney-themed goodies to travel must-haves and
treats from your hometown. Popular categories include:

e Onboard use: Cooling fans, laundry bags, water bottles, towel clips (best for first-time
cruisers!), ice cream kits, theatre snacks

e At-home magic: Ornaments, magnets, themed accessories, socks
e Useful anytime: First-aid kits, notepads, lanyards, coasters
e For kids: Stickers, bubbles, glow sticks, activity books, pail & shovel

e For adults: Spa items, snacks, drink kits, themed keychains, shirts, bags, accessories
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Remember, gifts don’t need to be expensive; they just need to be thoughtful. Creativity counts
more than cost. Keep in mind that you cannot gift prohibited items, such as candles or
perishable food that is not factory sealed.

g8 Is there a spending minimum/limit?

Usually, yes. The suggested amounts vary greatly. Many groups set a budget of $5-$15 per
person or per cabin, while others mention $20-$25 per person or per cabin; it depends on
how the exchange is organized. Always check your group’s guidelines! If this doesn't fit your
budget, you can always participate in pixie dusting.

i1 How many people are in a group?

It depends on the organizer. It is common to see groups of 4 to 8 cabins. We recommend no
more than 6, and you should always consider the number of people in those cabins. Ideally, a
group of 12-15 people is manageable, but this varies for everyone, depending on their time and
available resources. This is why it is possible to join more than one group if your generosity just
can’t be contained!

. Is the exchange only for kids?

The exchange is for everyone! Most organizers will allow you to choose whether you would like
to gift families, kids only, or adults only, and then assign you to the appropriate group.

e Family = Gift every person in the cabin

e Adults Only = Only gift the adults in the cabin

e Kids Only = Gift exchange is between the kids only (Adults may help but will not be
gifted)

¥ What's Pixie Dust?

Pixie Dust is a little extra magic! These are small surprise gifts given outside of the structured
FE group, often anonymously or just for fun. Think of it as a “bonus sprinkle” of kindness: no
obligation, no rules, just joy. You can be a ship fairy, or you can leave out your Fish Extender to
see if you get pixie-dusted as well! There are no guarantees, but it is highly likely!

A Do | need to make or buy a Fish Extender?
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You can make your own (using sewing, Cricut, or hot glue magic) or buy one from online shops.
As long as it has labeled pockets for each person (or cabin) and a way to hang from your
stateroom’s fish hook, you’re good to go!

“ How big should it be?

There’s no official size, but it should be narrow enough to fit beside your door and lightweight
enough to hang safely. Around 8-10 inches wide and 2—4 feet long usually works great. You
may want one pocket per person or one per cabin; it’s totally up to you! Consider making
pockets large enough to hold a variety of goodies!

@ When and how do we deliver gifts?

Most cruisers deliver gifts quietly during the cruise. Some prefer to sprinkle the magic
throughout the trip, while others choose to do all their drops on one day—morning, afternoon, or
evening. Delivering early in the morning is the best way to help avoid any sticky fingers in the
hallway!

& How do I pack everything?

Start by labeling gifts in advance and using zip-top bags or packing cubes to organize by cabin
or person. Soft, lightweight, collapsible gifts are ideal. Leave yourself some space in your
luggage—you'll be receiving gifts too!

% What if | don’t love the gift | received?

Gift giving is about thoughtfulness, not perfection. Everyone has different tastes, budgets, and
crafting skills. We encourage gratitude for the effort and joy that go into every gift. When in
doubt, smile and say thank you—and remember, you may love something that surprises you!
Join the exchange if your main source of joy is gift-giving. Those who join solely to receive gifts
will find themselves disappointed.

< Can | participate in more than one group?
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Yes! Just make sure you have the time, space, and budget to prepare gifts for each group.
Some participants also join themed mini-exchanges (like ornament swaps or adult-only gifts),
which can be a fun extra.

# Can | host my own FE group?

Absolutely! Many organizers are just regular cruisers who want to spread joy. We recommend
setting clear rules, deadlines, group sizes, and expectations up front. And if you’re part of this
Facebook group, we've got plenty of tips and tools to help you do it with style! Full disclaimer: it
is a lot of work, so please only take this on if you have the time and patience to do so.

¢ What’s the difference between a Fish Extender gift and Pixie Dust
again?

FE gifts are part of a pre-arranged exchange. You’ll know exactly who you're giving to and

(usually) have some details about their cabin. This gift is more thoughtful and personal.

Pixie Dust is spontaneous and optional. Think of it as random acts of Disney magic you
sprinkle wherever and whenever your heart desires. This is a give-only option.

Where can | get ideas?

You're in the right place! This group is packed with creative suggestions, DIY inspiration, and
shopping finds. Search the group for themes, character ideas, and tips—or ask away! We love
helping each other plan the perfect gift. Don’t forget to check our Files for ideas and inspiration,
and follow our Pinterest page!

Final Thoughts:

Whether you're giving, receiving, crafting, or buying, the real gift is the connection—and the
shared joy of doing something special for fellow cruisers. So have fun, get creative, and keep
the spirit of Disney magic alive at seal

Let the gifting begin! =
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If you have any further questions, please don't hesitate to ask in the group—we’re all here to
help each other make this a magical experience.
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